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Identity Theft Scam Trends
Beginning in March of this year the U.S. Census Bureau will send out a short questionnaire to every household in the United States in an effort to collect important demographic information.  As a U.S. Citizen, you are required by law to respond to the 10 short questions. From April to July, those that haven’t completed their census will receive a visit at their home from a census taker. 

This is where the identity thieves take advantage of the census law and target unsuspecting victims in an attempt to steal sensitive personal information. The scams range from fraudulent emails to attempts to impersonate a census worker. 

Please keep the following tips in mind when sharing any information with a census worker:

· U.S. Census workers will have identification, a handheld device, and a confidentiality notice. 

· A U.S. Census worker will NOT ask for your Social Security number or any financial information.

· A U. S. Census worker will NOT ask you for money or say that you owe money.

· A U.S. Census worker will NOT harass or intimidate you.

· A U.S. Census worker will NOT contact you by email. They will only contact you by telephone, mail, or in person. 

For more information on this scam or variations of this scam, visit the Social Security Administration’s website at www.ssa.gov . Use the search function and enter keywords “email scam”.

As always, if you feel that you have been a victim of a scam, please call the Bristol Police Department at 860-584-3000.
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