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Councilman Nicastro called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.
1. AWARDS

None
2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

2.1 Paul D’Aprile, 126 Frederick Street, raised a concern over the speeding on the Boulevard.  Councilman Nicastro asked the Traffic Division to run patrols, plus the speed trailer, and report back to the Board next month.
3.  CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES
3.1 Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE JULY 21, 2009 REGULAR POLICE BOARD MEETING, Second by Commissioner Scotti.
VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

4. REPORTS OF ACCOUNTS YEAR TO DATE
4.1 Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE THE REPORTS OF ACCOUNTS YEAR TO DATE, Second by Commissioner Scotti.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

5.
APPROVAL OF VARIOUS MONTHLY REPORTS
5.1 Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE REPORTS 5.2-5.15 AND TO PLACE ON FILE, Second by Commissioner D’Amato.















VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

Commissioner Fries raised a concern regarding the decrease in traffic tickets issued. 

Commissioner Fries moved to APPROVE REPORT 5.1, Second by Commissioner Lambert.















VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

6. CORRESPONDENCE
6.1 Thank You Letter
Commissioner Fries moved to PLACE THE THANK YOU LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Lambert.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

6.2 Thank You Letter
Commissioner Scotti moved to PLACE THE THANK YOU LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Lambert.















VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

6.3 Chief DiVenere asked to bring a letter from Councilman Kevin McCauley on the table.
Commissioner Fries moved to BRING A LETTER FROM COUNCILMAN KEVIN MCCAULEY ON THE TABLE, Second by Commissioner Lambert.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

Chief DiVenere read an email from Councilman Kevin McCauley thanking Officer Lavigne for his diligent work with code enforcement over the last several years.
Commissioner Lambert moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner D’Amato.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS

7.1 Awards Committee Report

Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE THE AWARDS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

8. TRAFFIC REPORTS
None
9. OLD BUSINESS
9.1
Chief DiVenere
None
9.2
Police Commissioners
None
10.  NEW BUSINESS
10.1
Chief DiVenere
10.1.1
Fee Revision/Quarantined Animals
Captain McIntyre recommended we increase the fee for impounded animals for the purpose of quarantine at our kennel from five (5) dollars per day to ten (10) dollars per day.  The total fee for a single impoundment of an animal shall not exceed five hundred (500) dollars.  It is understood the daily fee covers only routine housing and feeding of the animal.  Any other costs including, but not limited to, veterinary/medical expenses are the responsibility of the animal owner and are in addition to the daily fee.
Commissioner Fries moved to APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATION OF INCREASING THE FEE FOR IMPOUNDED ANIMALS FOR THE PURPOSE OF QUARANTINE AT OUR KENNEL FROM FIVE (5) DOLLARS PER DAY TO TEN (10) DOLLARS PER DAY, Second by Commissioner Scotti.















VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

10.1.2 Veteran Reserve Retirement Request

Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE VETERAN RESERVE FOR SEAN GREGER AND TO SEND HIM A LETTER OF THANK YOU FOR HIS DEDICATION AND YEARS OF SERVICE, Second by Commissioner Scotti.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

10.1.3 Promotion

Commissioner D’Amato moved to APPROVE THE PROMOTION OF OFFICER MOTEL TO DETECTIVE, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

10.1.4 New Parking Ticket

Commissioner D’Amato moved to PLACE ON FILE A COPY OF THE NEW PARKING TICKET, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

10.1.5 CT Crime Statistics Preliminary Report 1st Qtr 2008 & 2009

Commissioner Lambert moved to PLACE ON FILE THE CT CRIME STATISTICS PRELIMINARY REPORT 1ST QTR 2008 & 2009, Second by Commissioner Scotti.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

10.2
Police Commissioners
Commissioner Greger read the following:
Every month, a committee comprised of police officers, police department civilians, and police department dispatchers, chaired by a member of the Police Commission meet to discuss recommendations for recognition and commendation.  These recommendations are received as a result of a submission by a member of the police department, be it a fellow officer, supervising sergeant, shift lieutenant, or others, recognizing an officer, dispatcher, and sometimes a civilian, for various actions.  Those actions might include an act of bravery, extraordinary effort, long-term performance at a high level of proficiency, heroic action in a stressful situation, or just an especially good performance of duty.

This committee discusses the recommendation, reviews all of the facts, and makes their own recommendation to the Police Board of Commissioners concerning what award or recognition is appropriate.  The Board then approves their recommendations and the awards are then presented to the recipients at the next Police Board monthly meeting.  We see these awards being presented on a monthly basis, ranging anywhere from a letter to the officer’s file, an ornate, framed, commendation, or a pin to be worn on the officer’s uniform.  

This ceremonial activity serves several purposes.  It rewards the recipient for their actions and performance.  It serves to recognize the special actions of those who perform over and above the norm.  It makes the public aware of the activities and performances of the recipients and the inherent dangers of their daily job requirements.  It also serves to boost the morale of the rank and file members of the department when their co-workers are recognized this way.

This brings me to a perplexing situation that escapes my understanding.  I have withheld any comments on this subject until the entire matter was completed and no further actions are anticipated.  This Board has voted to transfer Det. Sean Greger from active duty status to Veteran’s Reserve status.  Given his two year absence from duty due to his on-duty injury, the ten surgeries that he endured as a result of that on-duty injury, and the fact that he nearly lost his left leg as a result of that on-duty injury, he is unable to physically perform the duties of a police officer any longer.

To recap this on-duty injury, Det. Greger was working as a Narcotics Detective when he stopped a vehicle full of drug suspects, anticipating that there were drugs in the vehicle.  While he and another officer were questioning the driver outside the vehicle, a passenger bolted from the vehicle and ran.  Det. Greger took up foot pursuit of this fleeing felon, chasing him in the dark through unfamiliar terrain.  The fleeing felon jumped off a wall and continued running.  When Det. Greger jumped off the wall, his left leg sank in loose dirt, and a terrible injury was suffered, breaking both the tibia and fibula of his left leg.  Both bones were protruding through the front of the shin and were driven into the dirt.  He was impaled into the dirt and could not move.  His radio had been thrown clear of him and he could not reach it.  He had his cell phone in his pocket and had the presence of mind to call dispatch and guide rescuers to his location.  The rest, as they say, is now just history.

Many citizens have asked me over the past two years, what kind of recognition Det. Greger was going to get for his brave and heroic actions, for pursuing a fleeing felon with little regard for his own safety, to affect an arrest for drug possession and trafficking, attempting to take another drug dealer off the streets of Bristol.  My answer was that there was a departmental mechanism in place, as described above, to handle these things.

Much to my surprise, the actual answer to those citizens’ questions was going to be… NONE!   In my sixteen years of dedicated service on the Board of Police Commissioners, I have never seen such an oversight of deserved recognition.  This bothers the living hell out of me, but I hasten to add that this does not bother Det. Greger in the least.  When I discussed this issue with him, he shook it off and said that he didn’t chase that drug dealer to get an award or any kind of recognition.  That type of thing never entered his mind while he was a police officer.  He was simply doing his job.  

Det. Greger did nothing wrong that night.  He has not been accused of any wrongdoing, of breaking any rules, or of violating any departmental protocols.  He simply did his job to the best of his ability, chased a fleeing felon with little regard for his own safety, attempting to get a drug dealer off the streets of Bristol.  His actions on behalf of the citizens of the City of Bristol cost him his health, almost cost him his leg, cost him his career, and has presented him with the daunting task of seeking a new, somewhat restricted, vocation for the rest of his life.  

Yet the department for which he worked hard for the past ten years does not see fit to recognize his efforts on that fateful night with so much as a mere letter to file, the least award given by the Awards Committee and this Board.  On this subject, I must say that I am sorely disappointed, and so should each member of the Awards Committee and this Board.  

On a brighter note, Council 15, with which the Bristol Police Union Local 754 is affiliated, honored Det. Greger at their annual CT Night of Courage Dinner in New Haven on November 10, 2008.  He was awarded the Courage of CT Law Enforcement Plaque for his actions on the night he was injured.

As you all know, Det. Sean Greger is my son.  Others have volunteered to bring this letter forward tonight, but I chose to do it myself.  Of course, I am prejudiced in this matter, but I know I would feel this way no matter who the injured officer was.  My sympathy, empathy, and desire for fair and consistent treatment of all of the men and women of the Bristol Police Department who are injured in the line of duty have always been at the forefront of my concerns. 

For the record, in speaking with Det. Greger, he has indicated that he will not accept any belated award at this time, should it be offered.  I hope this opens some eyes as to future award considerations. 

Respectfully submitted,

William L. Greger                                                                                                      
Bristol Police Commissioner

11. ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Lambert moved to ADJOURN, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners called for the 18th day of August was HEREBY ADJOURNED AT 7:02 p.m.
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