BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

June 17, 2008

PRESENT:

















ABSENT:
Mayor Ward
Commissioner D’Amato

Commissioner Fries

Commissioner Greger

Commissioner Lambert

Commissioner Nicastro

Commissioner Scotti

Board of Finance Liaison – Cheryl Thibeault

Chief DiVenere

Union Rep: Officer Kot

                    Dt. Sgt. Lennon





 Dt. Dauphinais

Mayor Ward called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.
1. AWARDS

1.1  Officer Kozaryn received the Meritorious Service Commendation and Employee of the Month. 
Officer Podlesney, Officer Franek and Chief DiVenere received a Letter of Commendation.
2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

2.1 Mr. Tim Gamache, 79 Cypress Street, expressed concern over the recent vandalism of a monument on Memorial Boulevard.

2.2 Ms. Stacey Shaw, 198 Jerome Avenue, expressed concern over the Police Department being short staffed.
2.3 Officer Peter Kot, Local 754, announced that there will be a Blood Drive, Saturday, June 28, 2008 at 131 North Main Street from 9am – 12:45pm.

3.
YOUTH POLICE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
No report.
4.  CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES

4.1 Commissioner Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE MAY 20, 2008 REGULAR POLICE BOARD MEETING, Second by Commissioner Scotti.
VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

5. REPORTS OF ACCOUNTS YEAR TO DATE

5.1 Commissioner Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE REPORT OF ACCOUNTS YEAR TO DATE AND PLACE ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Lambert.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

6.
APPROVAL OF VARIOUS MONTHLY REPORTS

6.1 Commissioner Fries moved to APPROVE THE MONTHLY REPORTS, Second by Commissioner Greger.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED
7. CORRESPONDENCE
7.1
Bristol Senior Citizens Association
Commissioner Greger moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Nicastro.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.2
Bristol Eastern High School
Commissioner Scotti moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Lambert.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.3
Watertown Police Department
Commissioner Lambert moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.4 Lifelong Learning Association
Commissioner Scotti moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Lambert.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.5
Thank You Letter 

Commissioner Fries moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner D’Amato.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS

8.1 Awards Committee Report

Commissioner Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE AWARDS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS, Second by Commissioner Greger.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

8.2 Grievance Committee Report

Commissioner Greger moved to TABLE THE GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE REPORT, Second by Commissioner Nicastro. 














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

9. TRAFFIC REPORTS
9.1
Hart Street, Woodbridge Road and Boy Street Intersection
The Traffic Division was asked to consider making the above intersection a four-way stop.  Currently, it is a two-way stop with the stop signs on Hart Street.  This request has been addressed by the Traffic Division on several occasions dating back to 2000.

In 2000 and 2001, Lt. Kirschner felt the intersection did not meet the standard requirements of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) for a multi-way stop.  The Police Board agreed with his findings and voted against changing the intersection to a four-way stop.

In 2004, Lt. Dekow felt the intersection did not meet all of the MUTCD specifications for a four-way stop, but did find that it did meet an optional warrant.  As a result of his findings, Lt. Dekow recommended that the intersection be changed to a four-way stop.  Over one hundred residents attended the Police Board Meeting with equal numbers in favor and against changing the intersection to a four-way stop.  The Board of Police Commissioners voted against Dekow’s recommendation and the intersection remained a two-way stop.
The MUTCD states that a multi-way stop control can be useful as a safety measure at intersections if certain traffic conditions exist.  Safety concerns associated with multi-way stops include pedestrians, bicyclists and all road uses that expect other road users to stop.  Multi-way stop control is used where the volume of traffic on the intersecting roads is approximately equal.
Lt. Morrell, Traffic Division Commander, reviewed the accident history at this intersection, the volume and speed of traffic on each road, and the line of sight at the intersection.  He has also reviewed MUTCD’s standards for a multi-way stop.  He concurs with Lt. Dekow’s findings that the intersection does not meet all the MUTCD’s specifications for a four-way stop, but it does meet optional standards.  (An optional standard is a statement of practice that is a permissive condition and carries no requirements or recommendation.  Options may contain allowable modifications to a Standard…).

One option that this intersection meets is an intersection of two residential neighborhood collector (through) streets similar in design and operating characteristics where a multi-way stop control would improve traffic operational characteristics of the intersections.  Hart Street, Boy Street and Woodbridge Road are of similar design and operating characteristics.  The three streets also carry near equal number of vehicles traveling upon them.  Lt. Morrell also found that a second option, which deals with the limited sight line, is also satisfied at this location.
Based on the above facts, the Traffic Division recommends that this intersection be changed to a four-way stop with advanced warning signs in all directions.

Commissioner Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE HART STREET, WOODBRIDGE ROAD AND BOY STREET INTERSECTION BE CHANGED TO A FOUR-WAY STOP WITH ADVANCE WARNING SIGNS IN ALL DIRECTIONS, Second by Commissioner Lambert.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

9.2 Click It or Ticket
During the three week period from May 19 thru June 1, 2008 the Bristol Police Department participated in the statewide Click It or Ticket Campaign.  This campaign was sponsored by the Connecticut Department of Transportation (D.O.T.) and was designed to raise awareness and compliance with the seatbelt laws.  This was a department wide effort which created an additional work load for everyone involved and included the Patrol Supervisors, Patrol Officers, Traffic Division, Court Liaison Officers and the Records Division.  
This year our department issued 219 infractions for seatbelt violations.  This number is down from the 500 tickets issued during the same period last year.  Despite the drop in tickets issued, our campaigned was very successful.  The efforts over the last few years are paying off.  A pre-campaign survey showed that the compliance rate in Bristol was at 86%.  This was approximately 10% higher than a pre-survey last year.  The post campaign survey showed our compliance rate is at 87%.  More motorists in Bristol are now wearing their seatbelts, was the ultimate goal.

Everyone in the department should be congratulated for their efforts.

Commissioner Lambert moved to PLACE ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

10. OLD BUSINESS

10.1
Chief DiVenere
None
10.2
Police Commissioners

None
11.  NEW BUSINESS
11.1
Chief DiVenere
11.1.1 Chief DiVenere requested permission to bring on the table the OPM – Emergency Response Equipment Grant.

Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE THE REQUEST TO BRING ON THE TABLE THE OPM – EMERGENCY RESPONSE EQUIPMENT GRANT, Second by Commissioner D’Amato.















VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

Chief DiVenere reviewed the OPM – Emergency Response Equipment Grant and asked the Board to approve the previous filing of the grant.
Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE THE PREVIOUS FILING OF THE OPM – EMERGENCY RESPONSE EQUIPMENT GRANT, Second by Commissioner D’Amato.















VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

11.1.2 West End Clean Up Day Parking
On Sunday, June 29th, Councilman Cockayne will be putting together a West End Center clean up day.  On this day, he is asking for volunteers to join in cleaning up.  Councilman Cockayne is asking the Police Board to consider issuing temporary No Parking starting in the evening of June 28th and into the afternoon of June 29th from Orchard Street to Laurel Street and Divinity Street to Gino’s Pizza on School Street.

Commissioner Greger Moved to APPROVE THE REQUEST OF TEMPORARY NO PARKING FROM FRIDAY, JUNE 28TH AT 3PM THROUGH MONDAY, JUNE 30TH AT 7AM, Second by Commissioner Fries.





VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

11.1.3 2008 Bureau of Justice Assistance Grant
The Bristol Police Department is eligible to receive a grant through the above program.  In past years, this was known as the “Byrne Discretionary Grant”.  This year’s grant total for Bristol is $10,623 with NO LOCAL MATCH.

This is an on-line grant application that must be submitted by 7/8/08.  Chief DiVenere requested suggestions from staff of their equipment needs to develop the grant application.  Chief DiVenere requests permission to apply for the Grant and forward the completed information to the Board of Finance.

Commissioner Nicastro Moved to APPROVE PERMISSION TO APPLY FOR THE GRANT AND FORWARD TO THE BOARD OF FINANCE, Second by Commissioner Greger.





VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

11.1.4
Youth Police Enrichment Program
The grant application under the Police and Youth Program has been approved and will be made available subject to the Grant Conditions set forth on the enclosed grant award.  The award of $9,999 is for the Youth Police Enrichment Program.

Commissioner Greger Moved to ACCEPT THE YOUTH POLICE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM GRANT, Second by Board of Finance Liaison, Cheryl Thibeault.





VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

11.1.5 Computers
Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE THE DONATIONS OF COMPUTERS AND MONITORS FROM THE FARMINGTON SAVINGS BANK, Second by Commissioner Scotti.





VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

11.1.6 BPD Hiring List

Commissioner Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE HIRING LIST, Second by Commissioner Lambert.                               






VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

11.2
Police Commissioners
11.2.1 Cheryl Thibeault, Board of Finance Liaison, requested a current list of Bristol Police Department fines and revenue sources for the next Police Board meeting. She would like a sub-committee formed to review these as to when they were drafted and last updated.

11.2.2 Commissioner Scotti suggested that biographical information about the Commissioners be posted on the Bristol Police Department website. Commissioner Scotti was designated as the key person in charge of gathering this information.
12. ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Nicastro moved to ADJOURN, Second by Commissioner Lambert.



















VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners called for the 17TH day of June 2008 was HEREBY ADJOURNED AT 7:30p.m.


















ATTEST:













