BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

May 20, 2008
PRESENT:

















ABSENT:
Mayor Ward











Board of Finance Liaison – Cheryl Thibeault
Councilman Nicastro

Commissioner D’Amato

Commissioner Fries

Commissioner Greger

Commissioner Lambert

Commissioner Scotti

Captain McIntyre

Lt. Morrell

Union Representative:

     Detective Dauphinais

Mayor Ward called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.
1. AWARDS

Officer Pratt, Dispatcher Sean Mowad and Sgt. Michael Healey received a Letter of Commendation.
2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Two citizens appeared before the Police Board to discuss issues. Due to their sensitive nature they were referred to the proper departments.
3.
YOUTH POLICE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
A presentation was given by the members of the Youth Police Enrichment Program.

4.  CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES

4.1 Councilman Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 15, 2008 REGULAR POLICE BOARD MEETING, Second by Commissioner Lambert.

Commissioner Fries abstained 
VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

5. REPORTS OF ACCOUNTS YEAR TO DATE

5.1 Councilman Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE REPORT OF ACCOUNTS YEAR TO DATE AND PLACE ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Greger.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

6.
APPROVAL OF VARIOUS MONTHLY REPORTS

6.1 Councilman Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE MONTHLY REPORTS, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED
7. CORRESPONDENCE
7.1
Thank You Letter
Commissioner Greger moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Lambert.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.2
Thank You Letter

Commissioner Greger moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Scotti.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.3
Thank You Letter – Mr. Beal

Commissioner Lambert moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Scotti.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.4
Thank You Letter – Mr. Hebert

Commissioner Lambert moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner D’Amato.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.5
Thank You Letter – Chief Rio

Commissioner Lambert moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Greger.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.6
Thank You Letter – United States Attorney

Commissioner Lambert moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Greger.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.7
Thank You Letter – United States Attorney

Commissioner Greger moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

7.8 Thank You Letter – United States Attorney

Commissioner Greger moved to PLACE THE LETTER ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS

8.1 Awards Committee Report

Councilman Nicastro moved to APPROVE THE AWARDS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS, Second by Commissioner Lambert. 














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

9. TRAFFIC REPORTS
9.1
Wolcott Street @ Tuttle Road
The State Traffic Commissioner has responded to our request for modifications to the traffic signal light at the intersection of Wolcott Street at Tuttle Road and Woodard Place.  

The Traffic Division had requested that a green advance arrow phase be added for vehicles traveling south on Wolcott Street at this intersection, allowing for an easier left turn onto Tuttle Road.

The STC recommends against adding the left turn phase at this time.  In part, they cited the following: “Route 69 has a single travel lane in each direction at this intersection.  The roadway width and the intersectional geometry make bypassing a vehicle waiting to turn left on to Tuttle Road difficult.  The left turning motorist should be patient while waiting for an acceptable gap in opposing traffic.  With only one southbound lane, the installation of a southbound advance phase with a left turn arrow is not recommended at this time.  A southbound vehicle desiring to turn left is not among the first in line will not be able to utilize the advance phasing.”
To summarize, the STC feels that because of the road width and the offset intersection the advance turn arrow will be of little benefit.

Commissioner Greger moved to APPROVE THE STATE TRAFFIC COMMISSIONER RECOMMENDATION, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

9.2
Stop Signs, Boy Street @ Hart Street
The Traffic Division was asked at last month’s board meeting to consider the possibility of making Boy Street at Hart Street a four-way stop.  Due to problems with our traffic counters and several other issues, the report will not be available until next month’s meeting.

9.3
Lane Markings, Pine Street @ Redstone Street

At last month’s Police Board meeting, the Traffic Division was asked to consider eliminating one of the westbound thru lanes at the above intersection. Currently, there is a single westbound lane on Pine Street as you approach this intersection.  At the traffic light the westbound lane widens to three lanes; one left turn, one straight through lane, and a combination straight through lane/right turn lane.  After crossing the intersection the two thru lanes merge back to a single westbound lane.  After viewing the traffic flow at this intersection on several occasions the Traffic Division agrees that the merge does cause a conflict for the motorist and the potential for an accident.  There does not appear to be a need for two thru lanes.
To resolve this problem, the Traffic Division recommends that the combination thru lane/right turn lane be changed to a right turn lane only.  This will eliminate one of the thru lanes and the need for the merge after crossing the intersection.  This can be accomplished by installing new lane designation signs and new road markings.

Because the State Traffic Commission regulates all traffic lights, the Traffic Division contacted them concerning this issue. We have been informed that because we are not seeking changes to the traffic light pattern or cycles we do not need their approval.  It has been suggested that we send them a formal letter describing the changes we wish to make so they have it on file.  This will be done once the board approves the recommendation.
Councilman Fries moved to APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE TRAFFIC DIVISION TO SEND THE STATE TRAFFIC COMMISSION A LETTER DESCRIBING THE CHANGES WE ARE REQUESTIING, Second by Commissioner Fries.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

9.4
Woodland Street at “Y” in road

Ms. Carolyn Butts, 480 Woodland Street, spoke last month and also submitted a letter expressing her concerns regarding the “Y” intersection of Woodland Street.  One of her concerns centers on the crosswalk and the safety of the school children who cross the street.  She stated there are “very little safety measures in place. One lonely YIELD SIGN is the only thing in place to slow traffic”.  The Traffic Division disagrees with this assertion.  Last year the Traffic Division installed new advance warning signs for the crosswalk on each approach to it.  We then installed new signs at the crosswalk.  All of the signs are florescent lime green, making them visible to motorists.  We contacted the Public Works Department and requested that all the shrubs, trees and brush located on the City’s right of way be trimmed back to improve the line of sight.  
Ms. Butts also requested to install 3 Stop Signs at this intersection.  She states that there are may other intersections in town with three way stops.  Though this may be true there are no other intersections in town with the same physical characteristics as this intersection.  The unique characteristics of this intersection pose significant challenges for traffic control.  Within the “Y” intersection, there is also the intersection of Daniel Road.  Several years ago plans were developed to redesign this intersection.  I have asked the Department of Public Works for a copy of these plans to review.  The plans were developed prior to the house being build in the center of the “Y”.  The Traffic Division will also work with them to see if the design changes can be made.  The Traffic Division will report back to the Board with a recommendation.

Councilman Nicastro moved to PLACE ON FILE IN ANTICIPATION OF THE TRAFFIC DIVISION’S FINAL RECOMMENDATION AND TO NOTIFY MS. BUTTS OF THE RECOMMENDATION, Second by Commissioner Lambert.














VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

10. OLD BUSINESS

10.1
Chief DiVenere
None
10.2
Police Commissioners

Commissioner Greger asked for directed patrols on James P. Casey Road due to cars parking illegally along the side of the road.
Commissioner Lambert asked for directed patrols near the Forestville Little League Field.

11.  NEW BUSINESS
11.1
Chief DiVenere
11.1.1 56th Inauguration of the President of the United States
Councilman Nicastro moved to REJECT THE INVITATION AT THIS TIME AND PLACE ON FILE, Second by Commissioner Lambert.





VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

11.1.2 State of CT House of Representatives
Commissioner Lambert moved to APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR OFFICER FRANEK TO PARTICIPATE IN A PANEL FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Second by Commissioner Scotti. 






VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED

11.2
Police Commissioners
Commissioner D’Amato expressed concern over the recent incidents of graffiti in the North Side Square shopping plaza.  Captain McIntyre and Commissioner D’Amato will discuss in the next few days the course of action to take place to help get this problem under control.
12. ADJOURNMENT
Councilman Nicastro moved to ADJOURN, Second by Commissioner Lambert.



















VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners called for the 20TH day of May 2008 was HEREBY ADJOURNED AT 7:15P.M.



















ATTEST:













